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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Orlando Breast Cancer Advocate 

Participates in the Fifth Era of Hope Meeting, Co-Chairs Panel on New Advances in Imaging
Hallandale, FL (July 30, 2008) – More than 1,500 researchers, clinicians, breast cancer survivors and advocates gathered at the Fifth Era of Hope meeting, sponsored by the Department of Defense (DOD) Breast Cancer Research Program (BCRP), which was held June 

25 – 28 at the Baltimore Convention Center. The Era of Hope meeting is a unique forum for scientists, clinicians, breast cancer survivors (called consumer advocates within the BCRP), and the public to come together and discuss the latest findings in breast cancer research and future directions to eradicate this disease.

The 2008 Era of Hope meeting featured more than 1,200 abstracts focusing on the BCRP’s breakthroughs in the prevention, detection, diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer.  The most current topics in the breast cancer community were discussed at the meeting, including disease recurrence, metastasis, stem cells, novel therapies, improved imaging, vaccines, and health disparities.  

Breast cancer advocate Deb Haggerty, President of the Florida Breast Cancer Coalition Research Foundation, was one of more than 200 consumer advocates attending this meeting.  She was invited to attend the Era of Hope meeting as a result of her prior participation as a consumer reviewer of research proposals submitted to the DOD Breast Cancer Research Program.  By attending this meeting, Haggerty had an opportunity to learn about the most recent gains in breast cancer research and can now share this information with her community.  Some examples of the research reported at the meeting include:

· Increasing the accuracy and sensitivity of diagnosis by using molecular breast imaging (MBI).

· Developing a prophylactic vaccine for breast cancer.

· Preclinical and early-phase clinical testing of WX-671, an orally administered serine protease inhibitor that appears to inhibit tumor invasion and metastasis.

· Inhibiting breast cancer stem cells with a self-assembled trastuzumab-nanovector-microRNA as a novel treatment for erbB2-positive breast cancer.

· Clinical testing of a vaccine containing HER2 intercellular domain peptide in combination with trastuzumab.

· Examining the biological, toxicity-related, behavioral, communication, economic, psychosocial, cultural, and molecular genetic factors that may contribute to the health disparity seen in breast cancer by creating barriers that lead to less than optimal chemotherapy and hormonal therapy.

Commenting on her experience, Ms. Haggerty remarked, “Meeting the scientists who are doing cutting-edge breast cancer research and hearing in person the results of their research is extremely exciting and rewarding. Co-chairing the panel on advances in imaging was very interesting and educational.”

Since its inception in 1992, the DOD Breast Cancer Research Program has become the second largest source of breast cancer research in the United States and has received over $2 billion in congressional appropriations, resulting in more than 5,000 unique awards that fulfill unmet needs in breast cancer research.  Unlike other cancer research organizations, the BCRP is a pioneer in the inclusion of consumer advocates in every aspect of the research process.  Since the program’s inception, almost 600 survivors have participated in the program, including setting the program’s vision, participating in the review of proposals, making funding recommendations, and aiding in the research process.

Through this approach of combined involvement, the BCRP enhances partnerships between the survivor community and scientists.  The survivor’s unique perspective brings a sense of urgency to the program, ensuring the Breast Cancer Research Program remains focused on its ultimate goal of eradicating breast cancer.   Captain E. Melissa Kaime, M.D., Director of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs, expressed her appreciation for the consumer advocates’ perspective by stating, “They have provided valuable insight into funding decisions and helped the scientists understand the consumers’ perspective of innovative research.  Likewise, the consumer advocates have been enriched by learning more about breast cancer through discussing proposed research with scientists and seeing the future hopes of successful research.  It is exciting for all of us to join perspectives, review these new research findings, and explore our best future paths in breast cancer research.”

More information about the Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research Program is available at http://cdmrp.army.mil.

### 

Florida Breast Cancer Coalition Research Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to ending breast cancer through Advocacy, Education and Research. Our purpose is to raise awareness and mobilize the population of Florida to ensure sufficient government and public funding for breast cancer research, quality health care for all without fear of discrimination, and an environment free of carcinogens.
Optional:  Attached is a recent digital photograph provided by Deb Haggerty, Deb@DebHaggerty.com, Orlando, Florida that may be used in conjunction with this press release.  

For more information, please contact Gail Whitehead at gail.whitehead@amedd.army.mil or at (301) 619-7783.
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