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Make an Impact in the Lives  
of Florida Breast Cancer Patients 

An estimated 19,130 Florida women were diagnosed with breast cancer and 3,000 died from this disease in 2019. 
Breast cancer is a political issue. Laws regulate and support access to care and health care systems. Third-party 
payors are subject to state and federal regulations. In fact, every aspect of breast cancer is touched by public policy. 

Fund the Mary Brogan Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (FBCCEDP)
BCCEDP, also known as the Mary Brogan, is a federal-state partnership between the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and Florida Department of Health, providing potentially life-saving breast cancer screening and diagnostic 
services to low-income, uninsured and underinsured women who do not qualify for Medicaid. 

In Florida, more than 1 million uninsured women will continue to struggle without access to affordable health coverage. At 
current funding levels, the program serves less than 8.1 percent of the estimated number of Florida’s eligible women.

Ensuring adequate funding is key to ensuring that low-income, uninsured, and underinsured women continue to have access 
to vital screening services, providing newly insured women access to health education, and patient navigation services, as 
well as enabling proper monitoring of state and local breast cancer patterns and trends. Any delay can mean that a woman 
won’t seek care until the cancer has spread beyond the breast, making it up to five times more expensive and much harder to 
successfully treat.

ASK: Early detection saves lives and we ask that the state fund the Mary Brogan Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection 
Program at a level equal to one-half of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control’s current program investment in Florida, 
approximately $2.6 million. Recurring state funds would provide a dedicated funding source and help build the long-term 
viability of the program.

Ensure Patients Have Access to the Right Medicine at the Right Time | Support SB 528
Step therapy also referred to as “fail first” requires a patient to first try a preferred (often generic alternative) drug and fail on 
that medication, or series of medications, before receiving coverage for the medication originally prescribed by their physician. 
Step therapy is a utilization management employed by insurers to control costs by beginning treatment with more cost-
effective drug therapy and then progressing to the newer, more costly treatments only if necessary. The proposed legislation 
does not prohibit the use of step therapy or prior authorization and only serves to establish a pathway for the patient to access 
the most appropriate treatment as determined by their physician.

ASK: Physicians should not be forced to make decisions based on bureaucratic protocols, and instead should make educated 
decisions based on the unique needs of each patient. We must maintain the doctor-patient relationship and ensure patients 
receive the right medicine at the right time and streamline fail first and prior authorization protocols. 

Support the Copay Accumulator Ban
Copay, or Accumulator Adjustment Programs are relatively new practices that some PBMs and insurers are using to prohibit 
Rx coupons or other forms of Rx manufacturer assistance from applying toward a patient’s annual deductible or out-of-pocket 
maximum amounts. Different types of patient assistance may be targeted, including discount coupons, copay cards, or direct 
payments by a drug manufacturer or nonprofit group to the insurer for some or all an enrollee’s cost-share amount for a 
prescription drug. 

ASK: It is well known that people with chronic and high cost conditions like cancer face significant financial hardship each 
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year until their deductible has been met and the full relief of their health insurance kicks in. This hardship is made worse by 
Copay Accumulator programs preventing copay assistance from applying to a person’s deductible. Until real, sustainable 
solutions to the challenge of affordably and access to medicine is realized, we cannot take away the assistance that so many 
now rely on to stay on their treatments.

About the Florida Breast Cancer Foundation: The Florida Breast Cancer Foundation (FBCF) was founded by 3 Miami 
women in 1993 and is dedicated to ending the suffering caused by breast cancer through advocacy, education, research, and 
support resources. The organization also benefits from the End Breast Cancer specialty license plate to address the disparity 
between funding and the needs of the breast cancer community in Florida. All funds raised from the sale of the license plate 
remain in Florida to support educational and research programs for Florida residents.


